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Newsletter of the
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of the
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Men’s
Weekend
Dec. 3-6, 2015

Cursillo (cur SEE yo) is a voluntary Lay
Movement of the Catholic Church started
in Spain, which presents a method and
strategy for living basic Christian Ideals.
The inherent message of Cursillo is to
share one’s Christianity in the normal
everyday activities of life … with your
family, in your workplace, in your
neighborhood, in your parish community,
and throughout the whole world.
Our Mission is the Church’s mission.
We’re fully Catholic, and obedient to the
Magisterium. Cursillo was endorsed by
Pope Paul VI (1966), Pope John Paul II
(1980) mentioned Cursillo as one of the
tools of the New Evangelization, and
Pope Francis (2011) wrote an inspiring
letter encouraging cursillistas in their
work in Argentina.

CURSILLO
A way of Living, uniquely gifted,
for bringing about the

New
EVANGELIZATION

Cursillo in the Archdiocese of Detroit is a
voluntary lay administered organization
founded in 1962, and
focused on
evangelization. Cursillo collects no dues
or fees of its member participants.
ULTREYA is published Monthly by the
English Language CURSILLO Movement
of the Archdiocese of Detroit. Views and
/ or opinions expressed in this newsletter
are those of the authors and contributors,
only, and not necessarily the views of the
AOD.

I WANT TO SEE !

Contributors can submit information,
articles, artwork or other information to
the publisher, Gordon T. Peck at
gordontpeck@aol.com for
inclusion in
the Newsletter. Archived copies of the
Newsletter are available on the Detroit
I WANT TO SEE !
Cursillo website

www.cursillo-detroit.com
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Seven Works of Corporal Mercy
1. To feed the hungry
2. To give drink to the thirsty
3. To clothe the naked
4. To shelter the homeless
5. To care for the sick
6. To visit the imprisoned
7. To bury the dead
Seven Works of Spiritual Mercy
1. Admonish the sinner
2. Instruct the ignorant
3. Counsel the doubtful
4. Comfort the sorrowful
5. Bear wrongs patiently
6. Forgive all injuries
7. Pray for the living and the dead

Jesus said…"Abide in Me, and I in
you…for apart from Me you can do
nothing.“
I leave you now with this prayer: that
the Lord Jesus will reveal Himself to
each one of you, that He will give
you the strength to go out and
profess that you are Christian, that He
will show you that He alone can fill
your hearts. Accept His freedom and
embrace His truth, and be
messengers of the certainty that you
have been truly liberated through the
death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus. This will be the new experience,
the powerful experience, that will
generate, through you, a more just
society and a better world.
God bless you and may the joy of
Jesus be always with you!
-Saint, Pope John Paul II

SECRETARIAT:
Spiritual Director:
Fr. Chris Talbot
Associates:
Fr. Vic Clore
Fr. Charles Morris
Fr. Mark Brauer
Fr. Paul Ballien
Deacon Paul Mueller
Deacon Robert Modes
Deacon Jack Parent
Deacon Don Baross
Deacon Tom Sliney
Deacon Steve Mitchell
Lay Director:
Lynne Pfannes
248.524.1951
Treasurer:
Jan Modes
313.533.8269
Secretary:
Marie Garavaglia
313.383.2391
Weekend Coordinators:
Tony D’Amico
248.703.4312
Ann Sliney
248.689.4261
PreCursillo Coordinators:
Ann Modes
248.280.4957
Karen Jogan
313.570.4841
School of Leaders / Newsletter:
Gordon Peck
586.296.9878
PostCursillo Coordinators
Ultreya Rectors:
Barbara Davis
586.228.0264
Rita Etlinger
248.682.7482
Website:
Richard Schnur
586.477.0427

CHRIST IS
COUNTING
ON US!
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Ultreyas !

Cursillo
Calendar
Saturday
July 11, 2015
ULTREYA
10:00 am – 11:30 am
Saint Malachy Church
Sterling Heights, MI
Tuesday
July 28, 2015
ULTREYA
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Saint Benedict’s Church
Waterford, MI
Saturday
Sept. 12, 2015
C.L.U.E Workshop
9;30 am – 2:00 pm
Saint Malachy Church
Sterling Heights, MI

Reconnect with your Fourth Day
Community; attend an ULTREYA
near you, this month!

Sterling Heights (2nd Saturday)

St. Malachy Parish
(Rectory Basement)
10:00 – 11:30 am
Sterling Heights
14115 Fourteen Mile Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48312-6506
Barb Davis 586 228 0264

Waterford (4th Tuesday)

St. Benedict Church
7:30 – 9:00 pm
80 Lynn Street
Waterford, MI 48328
Rita Etlinger 248 682 7482
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School

ofLeaders

C.L.U.E. Workshop
Saturday, September 12, 2015

Would you like to serve
on a Future Weekend Team?
The C.L.U.E. Workshop is for all cursillistas interested in serving on
Teams in the future. C.L.U.E. stands for Cursillistas Live the Method,
Understand the Movement, and Evangelize Environments. The
Workshop is a half day event that explores the spirit, formation and
structure of the Cursillo Weekend, and prepares participants to be
informed and effective Team members.

Future Team members should attend.
C.L.U.E. Workshop
Saturday, September 12, 2015
9:30 am – 2:00 pm
Saint Malachy Church
(Rectory Basement)
Same location as the Saturday Ultreya
14115 Fourteen Mile Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI
Lunch is provided

There is no charge for this workshop, but please help us
plan for this event by sending an e-mail request for
attendance to: gordontpeck@aol.com on or before
September 1, 2015…sooner would be appreciated !
Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to C.L.U.E.
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School

ofLeaders

LESSON SIX: Thanksgiving Prayer
More often than we’d like to acknowledge, candidates on a Cursillo Weekend sometimes express
appreciation for the experience, but then seemingly disappear. They do not always show up for Group
Reunion or Ultreyas and many do not find a Small Group to reside within. The following prayer from the
Pilgrim’s Guide may express best what it means to have a deeply religious experience. As Team
members we should strive to really get to know the candidates during these special days, and help them
approach that true encounter with Christ. Read this prayer often in preparing for a Weekend, and share
it with the new friends you make on the Cursillo Weekend.

A PRAYER of THANKSGIVING
From the center of my being, I praise You, my Lord and my God, for the beautiful
experience that You have given me. This time has inflamed my heart, renewed my
dreams, and enabled me to see with eyes Divine.
I heard Your Ancient Call within the words and events of this time now ended; Your call
to personal holiness and perfection, the invitation to prayer and spirituality, the
challenge of the Kingdom and the Church.
As disciples of Your Son were set afire by Your Divine Spirit on Pentecost, this sacred
time has encouraged me to greatness within the scope of my simple life. I may soon
forget the words that were spoken and the names of those involved, but what has
happened has truly shaped my heart.
May the activities of my heart bear witness to the Great Grace of what has happened
to me in the day-to-day world to which I return.
May this time of spiritual renewal become a part of the fabric of my life; may it be a
part of a lifelong enrollment in the school of prayer. May I build upon it with daily
prayer, and within the discipline of my spiritual life.
Nourished by prayer, reading, thought, and action may the seeds of this renewal time
take root and flower forth in a Life-Song to You, my Lord and my God.

EGO SUM VIA VERITAS ET VITA

4th Day

Rest of Your LIFE
TOTAL SECURITY
CURSILLISTA BEYOND CURSILLO
CHRISTIAN ACTION

LIFE IN GRACE
SUNDAY

3rd

Day

STUDY OF ENVIRONMENTS
END OF DAY SHARING

LEADERS
OBSTACLES TO GRACE
ACTION
SATURDAY

2nd Day

SACRAMENTS
STUDY
END OF DAY SHARING

PIETY
ACTUAL GRACE
LAYPERSON IN THE CHURCH
FRIDAY

1st Day

HABITUAL GRACE
IDEAL

Thursday – PRAYER – SILENCE - MEDITATIONS

Render onto Caesar?
He said to them, “Whose image is this and
whose inscription?” They replied, “Caesar’s.
At that He said to them, “Then repay to
Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God
what belongs to God.”
In the early 1800’s Chief Justice John Marshal
expanded the powers of the Supreme Court
through the practice of ruling on the
constitutionality of legislation (Marbury vs.
Madison). This expansion of powers of the
unelected Court has resulted in significant
swings in societal change.
Another Supreme Court, presided over by
Chief Justice Roger Taney in 1857, ruled that
an Act of Congress (Missouri Compromise)
which allowed former slaves to petition for
their freedom if they were taken into “free
states” by their “owners” …was declared
unconstitutional.
In that case a man named Dred Scott was
declared to be property and that the
Constitution had never intended that Negro
persons should be anything but slaves. The
Court denied a man standing before them.
This Court ruling resulted in widespread
dissension especially in the North and
ultimately lead to the Civil War, 600,000
military deaths, hundreds of thousands more
were displaced, bankrupted, and suffered
greatly. It was only when a Statesman by the
name of Abraham Lincoln emerged that true
healing for the nation began. The Supreme
Court’s earlier rulings were superseded by the
Emancipation Proclamation, the Civil Rights
Act of 1866 and the Fourteenth Amendment
to the Constitution.
More than a century later, a Supreme Court
decision in Roe vs. Wade ruled that abortion
of unborn children would be “legal” and
permitted in all 50 states.
The ruling
superseded any decisions through elections
that individual states had reached, previously.

The Court had ruled that it “could not know
when life began” and hence the act of an
abortion should be legalized. Unlike Dred
Scott who the justices could see, the court of
1973 pleaded a degree of uncertainty about
the status of the unborn. CT Scanners,
ultrasound and significant advances in life
sciences have made no impression on
subsequent Supreme Courts, however.
Just as in the aftermath of the Dred Scott
Trial, the nation is (still) deeply divided by Roe
vs. Wade. The ruling runs counter to natural
law, logic, and scientific knowledge. And
while this decision stands as national law, its
repercussions continue. Federally funded
programs and legislation continue to collide
with First Amendment Rights guaranteed to
persons of Faith, by the Constitution.
This past month the Supreme Court made
another landmark decision regarding a
redefinition of Marriage. The majority opinion
quoted Cicero and Confucius about definitions
of traditional marriage but neglected to
mention Genesis. Justice Anthony Kennedy,
who authored the majority opinion in this
case, perhaps gave an early indication of how
he would rule based on the following
statements he made in a case decided in
1992…”At the heart of liberty is the right to
define one's own concept of existence, of
meaning, of the universe, and of the mystery
of human life.” No room for objective Truth,
there…everything is relative.
The dissenting opinion written by Chief
Justice Roberts accurately identified that this
ruling as being legislative action from a Court
and not a power reserved for the Supreme
Court but rather properly reserved for State
legislatures. He further stated that this ruling
put good moral people of faith in the difficult
position of potentially being in direct conflict
with Federal Law in the free exercise of their
faith (which is guaranteed by the First
Amendment of the Constitution).
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Finally there is one more Court to discuss
……the court presided over by Pontius Pilate.
The accusation was flimsy…… many who
testified, perjured themselves for monetary
reward.
The accusers, the Pharisees,
Sadducees, the priests, scribes and Temple
officials were not seeking justice, but a quick
solution to a situation that they deemed to be
in their best interests. And their interests
were NOT focused on the Lord and Faith, but
on job security and personal comfort. They
sided with their avowed enemy, the forces of
Caesar to condemn the Lord of the Universe.
Small minded men, ruled by their feelings,
acted to keep their positions of control and
failed to see Truth, standing immediately
before them.
They knew every word of scripture, but they
understood none of it. They denied their faith,
their heritage, … and sided with Caesar.
What must we do in these changing times?
Well, it might be a good idea to read once
again what Jesus told the Pharisees when
they questioned him about government
(Caesar). Render to Caesar what is Caesar’s
but don’t let your soul get caught up in that
business. We have a Higher Authority and we
know what we have been instructed to
do…….Make a friend, be a friend, bring a
friend to Christ……personal witness, right
conduct, and prayer.
- Gordon Peck

“Fallacies do not cease to be fallacies because they become fashions.”
Everlasting Man – 1925
by G. K. Chesterton
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PIETYSTUDYACTION

Suggested Reading:

Against All Heresies

by Saint Irenaeus of Lyons

Available on the internet:
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/irenaeus.html

Early Christian Writings

Translated by Maxwell Stamforth
Penguin Classics

LAUDATO SI’

Encyclical by Pope Francis

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/docum
ents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html

Pilgrim’s Guide

National Cursillo Center
P. O. Box 799, Jarrell, Texas 76537

Churches of the
Cursillo Movement
SACRED HEART – Roseville MI
Founded in 1861 during the American Civil
War, Sacred Heart Parish closed this past
month. The Church has been clustered with
St. Athanasius (Roseville) and Our Lady
Queen of all Saints (Fraser).
Saint
Athanasius will be the surviving church of the
trio, but Saturday Mass will still be
celebrated at Sacred Heart. The new Parish
will be known as Saint Pio of Pietrelcina.
Sacred Heart was the center of Cursillo
activities from 1990 to 1998 and hosted
Cursillos 303 through 343. Many cursillistas
will remember the “old days” with the
dormitory building and the bad plumbing.
Food Service was provided by other
cursillistas supporting the Team all during
the Weekend.
The photos below from
Weekends 326 and 343 remind us of how
many candidates were once attracted to
Cursillo.
The late Father Ron Milligan was pastor of
Sacred Heart for many years. As spiritual
director he served on more than 25
Weekends.
Sacred
Heart
celebrated
its
150th
Anniversary in 2011, and Archbishop Allen
Vigneron was present (photo, below)

COME HOLY SPIRIT
Come Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of Your faithful
and kindle in us the fire of Your love.
Send forth Your Spirit
and we shall be created.
And You shall renew the face of the earth.
Oh God, Who by the light of the Holy Spirit
did instruct the hearts of the faithful
grant that by that same Holy Spirit
we may be truly wise
and ever rejoice
in His consolations
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Pray for Our
Spiritual Directors
and hosts
of our Ultreyas

Father Chris Talbot
Deacon Jack Parent
Father Don Archambault
Father Paul Ballien
Deacon Steve Mitchell
Father Charles Morris
Deacon Bob Modes
Father Eduardo Montemayor
Father Ron DeHondt
Deacon Don Baross
Father Mark Brauer
Deacon Tom Sliney
Father Joseph Gembala
Deacon Paul Mueller
Father Vic Clore
Father Jack Baker
Father James Mayworm

…they’re praying for us!
Father Maurice Pierce…
Father Ron Milligan…
Pray for us!
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A man can no more diminish God's glory by refusing to
worship Him than a lunatic can put out the sun by
scribbling the word, 'darkness' on the walls of his cell.
C. S. Lewis

…and GOD created Humor!

DOCTORS on STRIKE !
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Final Word
Mark 5: 25 - 34
There was a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for twelve years. She had suffered
greatly at the hands of many doctors and had spent all that she had. Yet she was
not helped but only grew worse. She had heard about Jesus and came up behind
him in the crowd and touched his cloak.
She said, “If I but touch his clothes, I shall be cured.” Immediately her flow of
blood dried up. She felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction.
Jesus, aware at once that power had gone out from him, turned around in the
crowd and asked, “Who has touched my clothes?”
But his disciples said to him, “You see how the crowd is pressing upon you, and
yet you ask, ‘Who touched me?’” And he looked around to see who had done it.
The woman, realizing what had happened to her, approached in fear and
trembling. She fell down before Jesus and told him the whole truth. He said to
her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace and be cured of your
affliction.”

YOU ARE SENT, CURSILLISTAS…………GO!
MAKE a FRIEND, BE a FRIEND,
BRING a FRIEND to CHRIST
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