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CURSILLO

A way of Living, 

uniquely gifted,

for bringing about the

New

EVANGELIZATION
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Cursillo (cur SEE yo) is a voluntary Lay

Movement of the Catholic Church started

in Spain, which presents a method and

strategy for living basic Christian Ideals.

The inherent message of Cursillo is to

share oneôsChristianity in the normal

everyday activities of life é with your

family, in your workplace, in your

neighborhood, in your parish community,

and throughout the whole world.

Our Mission is the Churchôsmission.

Weôrefully Catholic, and obedient to the

Magisterium. Cursillo was endorsed by

Pope Paul VI (1966), Pope John Paul II

(1980) mentioned Cursillo as one of the

tools of the New Evangelization, and

Pope Francis (2011) wrote an inspiring

letter encouraging cursillistas in their

work in Argentina.

Cursillo in the Archdiocese of Detroit is a

voluntary lay administered organization

founded in 1962, and focused on

evangelization. Cursillo collects no dues

or fees of its member participants.

ULTREYA is published Monthly by the

English Language CURSILLO Movement

of the Archdiocese of Detroit. Views and

/ or opinions expressed in this newsletter

are those of the authors and contributors,

only, and not necessarily the views of the

AOD.

Contributors can submit information,

articles, artwork or other information to

the publisher, Gordon T. Peck at

gordontpeck@aol.com for inclusion in

the Newsletter. Archived copies of the

Newsletter are available on the Detroit

Cursillo website

I WANT TO SEE !
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Tuesday December 22, 2015

ULTREYA
7:30 pm ï9:00 pm                    

Saint Benedictôs Church

Waterford, MI

C.L.U.E. WORKSHOP
Saturday, January 9, 2016

Saint Malachy Church

See page 5

Tuesday January 26, 2015

ULTREYA
7:30 pm ï9:00 pm                    

Saint Benedictôs Church

Waterford, MI

Cursillo 
Calendar

Sterling Heights (2nd Saturday)               

St. Malachy Parish
(Rectory Basement)                                            
10:00 ς11:30 am                                  
Sterling Heights                           
14115 Fourteen Mile Rd.                 
Sterling Heights, MI 48312-6506        
Barb Davis  586 228 0264

Waterford (4th Tuesday)                  
St. Benedict Church
7:30 ς9:00 pm                                                  
80 Lynn Street                             
Waterford, MI 48328                              
Rita Etlinger 248 682 7482

Ultreyas !
Reconnect with your Fourth Day 
Community; attend an ULTREYA 
near you, this month!



SECRETARIAT:

Spiritual Director:

Fr. Chris Talbot

Associates:

Fr. Paul Ballien

Fr. Mark Brauer

Fr. Vic Clore

Fr. Charles Morris

Deacon Don Baross

Deacon Steve Mitchell

Deacon Robert Modes

Deacon Paul  Mueller

Deacon Jack Parent

Deacon Tom Sliney

Lay Directors:

Ann Sliney                  248.689.4261

Tony DôAmico             248.703.4312

Treasurer:

Joan Modes             313.533.8269

Secretary:

Marie Garavaglia   313.383.2391

Weekend Coordinators:

Vacant 

PreCursillo Coordinators:

Karen Jogan               313.570.4841

Ann Modes                 248.280.4957

School of Leaders / Newsletter:

Gordon Peck              586.296.9878

PostCursillo Coordinators

Ultreya Rectors:

Barbara Davis            586.228.0264

Rita Etlinger               248.682.7482

Website:

Richard Schnur          586.477.0427
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C H R I S T   I S    
C O U N T I N G   

O N    U S !

be
Still

I AM
and

Know



ofSchoolLeaders
C.L.U.E.Workshop

Saturday, January  9, 2016

Would you like to serve

on a Future Weekend Team?
The C.L.U.E. Workshop is for all cursillistas interested in serving on

Teams in the future . C.L.U.E. stands for Cursillistas Live the Method,

Understand the Movement, and Evangelize Environments . The

Workshop is a half day event that explores the spirit, formation and

structure of the Cursillo Weekend, and prepares participants to be

informed and effective Team members .

Future Team members will want to attend .

C.L.U.E. Workshop
Saturday, January 9, 2015
9:30 am ð2:30 pm
Saint Malachy Church
SisterAlys Currier Center

Same location as the Saturday Ultreya
14115 Fourteen Mile Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI
Brunch and Lunch isprovided

We are asking  a $10 donation to help defray the cost of 
food and beverages, that will be cheerfully accepted.

Make a friend, be a friend,                  

bring a friend to C.L.U.E.
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Womenõs 

CURSILLO
Weekend

# 392 

February 4 -7, 2016

St. Maryõs Retreat House

Oxford MI

ATTENTION 

Cursillistas,

February is a 

new opportunity 

for your women 

friends to make 

a WEEKEND.

Sign up those 

good friends 

with whom you 

have discussed 

CURSILLO, now.  

Rectora:

Rita Etlinger
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1. Paul Sevin

2. Tony DõAmico

3. Mike Emmerling

4. Ralph Abad

5. Tony Serio

6. Gary Wakeford

7. Kim Mosier

8. Marty Solomon

9. Tom Guswiler (Rector)

10. Deacon Bob Modes

11. Jerry Martin

12. Jack Withrow

13. Bill Grill

14. George Seroka

15. Father Vic Clore

16. Tom Lewis

17. Joseph Domonkos

18. David Minnick

19. Deacon Kevin Breen

20. Jim Reno

21. Tim Gelletley

22. Ralph Jaworkski

23. Scott Martin

Not Shown:

Father Paul Ballien

Father Chris Talbot

Father Jim Mayworm

The Greatest Weekend, Ever !



On December 9, 1531 an Aztec Indian named

Juan Diego while on a journey to care for his

ill uncle, was greeted by a young woman on

the hill of Tepeyac, near the village that would

over the centuries grow into Mexico City. The

woman requested that Juan Diego go to the

bishop and ask that a chapel be built upon

this hill. Obediently, the Aztec did this, and

when the bishop asked him who this woman

was or by what authority she had made this

request, Juan Diego could not answer. The

bishop told him to go ask for proof of who this

woman was. Juan Diego hoped the woman

would not be there when he passed by the hill

againébut she was. Juan Diego told her

what the bishop said and she told him to take

roses (in December) to the bishop as proof of

her request. Astonished, Juan Diego saw that

roses had suddenly bloomed on a nearby

bush. He plucked them and gathered them

up in his cactus fiber tilma éa sort of cloak

that he was wearing. When he arrived at the

bishopôsresidence he told him the woman's

message and then opened his cloak to reveal

the rosesébut there was much more! The

image at the right is the original tilma that

Juan Diego wore on that day. Ever since

1531 the tilma has been lovingly and

sometimes carelessly preserved in the

chapel(s) that were built in response to the

womanôsrequest.

Our Lady of Guadalupe

The image on the cactus fiber tilma is not

paint. It appears to be suspended between

the fibers not applied to them. Cactus fibers

usually last for twenty years, then crumble to

dust. This 480-year old tilma has been

dropped into flood waters, smudged by

hundreds of years of candle soot, painted

overéthen had the paint removedéand yet

the image endures. The image is of a woman

who appears in Aztec clothing and is

pregnant, about to give birth. She is ñclothedò

with the Sun at her back and around her head

there are twelve stars. The moon is under her

feet and there is a tempter waiting for her to

give birth, who will snap at her heals. (See

Revelation Chapter 12)

Today the tilma is preserved in the Cathedral

Basilica of Guadalupe (photo above) and is

one of the most visited shrines in the world.

In 2002 the humble Aztec Indian, Juan Diego

was canonized by Pope John Paul II and his

Feast Day is December 9.
8



BETHLEHEM,West Bankτ As visitors
descendupon Bethlehemthis holiday
season, they will notice a different
look for the Church of the Nativity.
Wrapped in scaffolding, the basilica
located at the site traditionally
regarded as Jesus' birthplace is
undergoing a much-needed facelift
after 600years.

Expertssaythat water is leakingfrom
the rooftop and threatens to cause
seriousdamageto mosaicsand other
pricelessitems.

Project managerAfif Twemesaid the
first stage of the project began in
September and addressesthe most
pressing issues: the rooftop and
windows.

"The water also has a bad effect on
the plastering surfaces, on the
mosaics, on the floors, on the
frescoes. It could damage any, any
historicalelementsinsidethe church,"
said Tweme, who works for the
"Community DevelopmentGroup," a
Palestinian engineering consulting
firm.

Thecompaniescarryingout the works
are obliged to minimize any
disruptions to visitors and make sure
that pilgrims can "pass freely inside
the churchandsafely,"headded.

The church is one of Christianity's
most visited and sacred shrines.
Standing above the grotto where,
accordingto tradition, Jesuswasborn,
the church attracted more than 2
million visitors last year. But the
building, with remnants up to 1,500
years old, has been neglected for
decades. (PostBulletin.com)

Church of the Nativity
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Church of the Nativity (Bethlehem) in photographs from 1900  to 1921
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Go Spread the JOY

The late Archbishop Fulton Sheen in his
monumental and inspiring book, The Life of
Christbeginswith the recognitionthat CHRIST
was predicted from all ages and by all
peoples. Nobody else from any culture or
time wasever preannouncedascomingfrom
GOD. Buddhawas not predicted, Confucius
was not eagerly awaited by the multitudes.
No prophets were (or are) anticipated from
out of anydesert. But the birth of CHRISTwas
predictedΧand not just by the ancient
Israelitewritings and sages,he waspredicted
from personsaround the world, from many
divergentcultures.

In the ancient Septuagint,the Prophet Isaiah
speaksof a youngvirginwho will givebirth to
the Messiah,who will lay down his life as a
guilt offering for hisǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎoffenses. Hewill
comeform the Houseof Davidand will reign
forever with a rod of iron, which echoesthe
words of Genesis 3:14-15 and Revelation
Chapter12. In Who but CHRISThave these
propheciescometo occur?

Tacitus the Roman wrote: άtŜƻǇƭŜwere
generallypersuadedin the faith of the ancient
prophecies,that the Eastwas to prevail, and
that from Judeawasto comethe Master and
Ruler of the world.έ Suetoniusin his life of
the EmperorVespasianrecounts: άLǘwas an
old and constant belief that by indubitably
certain powers, the Jewswere to attain the
highestpower.έ

In China it is recorded in the Annalsof the
CelestialEmpire: άLƴthe 34th year of Tchao-
Wang, of the dynasty of Tcheou,on the 8th

day of the 4th moon, a light appearedin the
southwest, which illuminated the ƪƛƴƎΩǎ
palace.

ThisEasternmonarch, struck by its splendor,

Interrogated his many sages. The showed
him booksin which this prodigysignifiedthe
appearanceof the great Saint of the West,
whose religion was to be introduced into
their country.έ

How did the Magi know of His coming?
Probably from the prophetic books
circulated by Daniel and others while in
BabyloniacenturiesbeforeHisbirth.

TheGreeksexpectedHim. Aeschyluswrites,
ά[ƻƻƪnot for any, moreover, to this curse
until GODappears,to acceptupon HisHead
the pangsof our own sinsvicarious.έPlato
and Socratesspokeof theά¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ[ƻƎƻǎέ
andof the WiseMan,yet to come.

Cicero recounts,άŀKing whom we must
recognizeto be ǎŀǾŜŘέΧand he continues,
άŀchastewoman,smilingon her infant boy,
with whomthe iron agewouldpassaway.έ

Suetonius records that at one time the
Romanswere so afraid that a foreign king
would rule άǘƘŜƛǊέworld that orders were
issuedto kill all male children in a particular
yearΧan order that was not carried out,
exceptby their puppetking,Herod.

A secondfact about HIScoming, is that it
splits all human history into two parts. A
fact that cannotbe deniedby the reactionof
the world in all its nations.

The third issue that shows CHRISTto be
different is that every other person came
into the world to liveΧ.HE came to die!
From the very first he is described in
scriptureasa sacrificeΧέǘƘŜLAMB,slainasit
were, from the beginningof theǿƻǊƭŘέ. For
CHRISTit was His death that occurs first,
then His LIFE! Eventhe apostleswho lived
with Him would not fully understand this
until Pentecostbreathedtrue life into them.



It is not by chancethat CHRISTcame into
this world as a tiny and defenselessbaby.
Our nation does not believe in the sanctity
of this human existenceand our politicians
(electedby us)placeexpediencyabovetruth
and continueto allow abortionsof the most
innocent and helplessamong us. It is not
politics that will change this, but TRUTH.
Human hearts need healing and it is our
chargeas cursillistasand Catholicsto share
what we have been given, what we have
learned,and lead others to the sourceof all
TRUTH.

Our nation, our cities, our workplaces,our
friends, our families need the JOY that
comes from CHRIST!Go preach to all
nations, Christ told his disciplesΧ.ƛǘΩǎour
charge, tooΧ.and remember what is
engraved on the back of our Cursillo
crucifixes(andon our hearts)Χ.
CHRISTisCOUNTINGon YOU!

- GordonPeck

Church of the Nativity
Bethlehem

ISAIAH 53:1-5

Who would believe what we have

heard? To whom has the arm of the

LORD been revealed? He grew up like a

sapling before him , like a shoot from the

parched earth ; He had no majestic

bearing to catch our eye, no beauty to

draw us to him . He was spurned and

avoided by men, a man of suffering,

knowing pain, Like one from whom you

turn your face, spurned, and we held

him in no esteem . Yet it was our pain

that he bore, our sufferings he endured .

We thought of him as stricken, struck

down by God and afflicted, But he was

pierced for our sins, crushed for our

iniquity . He bore the punishment that

makes us whole, by his wounds we were

healed .

THANKS BE TO GOD !



P
IE

T
YS

T
U

D
YA

C
T

IO
N Suggested Reading:

Pray for Children who have                      
NO CHOICE in Abortion

Pray for Children who have                    
NO CHOICE in Same Sex Marriages

It is not the will of your 
heavenly Father that 
one of these little ones 
be lost. 
Matthew 18:14

Evangelii Gaudium 
(Joy of the Gospel)   

Apostolic Exhortation- November 2013

Pope Francis

Deus Caritas Est
(God is Love)

Encyclical ïDecember 2005

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Fides et Ratio
(Faith and Reason)

Encyclical ïSeptember 1998

Saint Pope John Paul II

Humanae Vitae
(On Human Life)

Encyclical ïJune 1968

Pope Paul VI



COME HOLY SPIRIT 

Come Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of Your faithful 

and kindle in us the fire of Your love. 

Send forth Your Spirit 

and we shall be created. 

And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

Oh God, Who by the light of the Holy Spirit 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful 

grant that by that same Holy Spirit 

we may be truly wise 

and ever rejoice 

in His consolations 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Pray for Our 

Spiritual Directors

and hosts 

of our Ultreyas
Father Chris Talbot

Deacon Jack Parent

Father Don Archambault

Father Paul Ballien

Deacon Steve Mitchell

Father Charles Morris

Deacon Bob Modes

Father Eduardo Montemayor

Father Ron DeHondt

Deacon Don Baross

Father Mark Brauer

Deacon Tom Sliney

Father Joseph Gembala

Deacon Paul Mueller

Father Vic Clore

Father Jack Baker

Father James Mayworm

étheyôre praying for us!

Father Maurice Pierceé

Father Ron Milligané

Pray for us!
15


