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Ultreya Journal Quarterly is a publication
of Detroit Cursillo (English Language
Cursillo) of the Archdiocese of Detroit. It
is published four times annually.
Founded in 1962, Detroit Cursillo is a
voluntary Lay Movement of the Catholic
Church started in Spain, which presents
a method and strategy for living basic
Christian Ideals. The inherent message
of Cursillo is to share one’s Christianity
in the normal everyday activities of life …
with your family, in your workplace, in
your neighborhood, in your parish
community, and throughout the whole
world.
The Mission of Cursillo is the Church’s
mission. Cursillo is fully Catholic, and
obedient to the Magisterium. Cursillo
was endorsed by Pope Paul VI (1966),
Pope John Paul II (1980) mentioned
Cursillo as one of the tools of the New
Evangelization, and Pope Francis (2011)
wrote an inspiring letter encouraging
cursillistas in their work in Argentina.
Cursillo in the Archdiocese of Detroit is a
voluntary lay administered organization
focused on evangelization. Cursillo
collects no dues or fees of its member
participants.
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I began to send out e-mail notices of the
dates and times for upcoming School of
Leaders meetings. Eventually this evolved
into a monthly Newsletter, which I called
Ultreya.

WELCOME,
to the premiere issue of

Ultreya Journal Quarterly

The Newsletter sometimes had explicit
articles about lessons from the School of
Leaders and sometimes articles about faith
and life. Sometimes the Newsletter was a
bulletin about what was happening in the
World, reporting on events like World Youth
Day or Papal Visits to foreign lands.

My life in Cursillo began on Sunday, January
29, 2006…at the closing ceremonies of
Cursillo 370. That Cursillo was one of only
two ever conducted at Saint Rita’s Church in
Detroit. My Rector was the late and great
Sam Toia. He had assembled a stellar team
of cursillistas to make this Cursillo one that
could not be forgotten (ever). The Theme
was Surely it is God Who saves us..

Meanwhile, I attempted to activate the
School of Leaders in accordance with the
instruction published by the National Cursillo
Office. In 2013 and 2014 some degree of
success was achieved and attendance
increased to fifteen. We also introduced
more frequent CLUE Workshops that gave
team members greater insight into the
formation of Cursillo teams.

Filled with JOY, I began attending every
Reunion and Ultreya I was aware of. I even
attended the School of Leaders.
The
coordinator was Grace Conant, and she was
filled with the Spirit, also. At the April
Ultreya at Our Lady Queen of Peace, the
Lay Director, Joyce Toia along with Grace
Conant summoned me into a private
conference. They had a proposal. They
asked me to become the new coordinator of
the School of Leaders. I was thrilled and
(although unworthy) I accepted.

Unfortunately in this very “busy” age it is still
very difficult to attract cursillistas to regular
attendance in the School. New cursillistas
are not aware of the School and older
cursillistas know all of this already (or so
they think). Meanwhile I too have become
too “busy” to continue in this role.

I had attended only two School of Leaders
sessions before I became the coordinator,
and the attendance was extremely low, only
four at the first meeting and three at the
other. I decided that the day and time
(Monday night) was probably the issue, so I
changed it to occur immediately after the
Saturday Ultreya. Attendance at the first
such meeting was eight. The next month
only three could stay on.

A normal period of service is two years (per
the by-laws) with one renewal. I have served
as coordinator of the School of Leaders for
thirteen years. I am also a catechist (20
years) and a chaplain to incarcerated youth
(14 years), and the parish coordinator of
evangelization at Saint Malachy Church.
After submitting my resignation, our Lay
Director, Ann Sliny, persuasively talked me
into continuing with a Journal, not a
Newsletter (that task is being assumed by a
communications committee). And that is
how this Journal came to be.
-Gordon Peck

So I decided to schedule the School of
Leaders for an alternate Saturday. But
attendance was just as low. I did, however
meet Paul Sevin at one such session when
only he and I were in attendance.
Something had to be done.
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CURSILLO
A Brief History of the
Beginnings of the Movement
The Cursillo Movement began on the
Spanish island of Mallorca in June 1944. It
began as a Movement intended to bring
young men back to Christ and teach them to
live a method of existence that was
authentically Catholic.. To better understand
the evolution and nature of Cursillo it is
helpful to review what transpired in Spain
and led to the need for this great gift from
GOD.
Throughout the 1920s and 1930s Spain
experienced a polarization of attitudes
resulting in extreme political unrest. The
government switched back and forth
ideologically with every election. Laws were
written and rewritten as each group gained
power and lost it.

Political Posters from Spain in 1936-39

Political factions included groups from trade
unionists, socialists, and communists on the
extreme left; to nationalists, royalists, land
owners and the military on the right. In
addition anarchists were active and
irrepressible, Society was polarized.

wealthy landowners often found employment
in the Army, which became a haven for
wealthy second sons. The Army consisted
of only six enlisted men for every officer.

The Church, which was responsible for
administering the public schools was
severely criticized for failing to educate great
numbers of the populace. Spain, which had
once been an imperial power now had a
literacy rate of just 50%....the lowest in all of
Europe.

After an initially unorganized revolt the Army
sent to Africa for General Francisco Franco,
an officer renowned for his organizational
skills. Franco was appointed as leader of
the Army, and eventually of the revolt. The
Navy, however remained loyal to the elected
Nationalist (left wing) government. Civil War
thrust the nation into chaos and suffering.

In 1936, the Army revolted against the newly
elected Nationalist government, which
espoused severe left wing political
tendencies. This included a distrust of the
Church, the military and large landowners.
Over eighty percent of Spain was owned by
twenty percent of the populace. Sons of the
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Fighting erupted in the streets of Madrid and
other cities. Slowly it became obvious that it
was only a matter of time before the Army
would conquer the feeble resistance of the
Nationalist government.
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The Republican (Nationalist) government
appealed to the world and soon groups
known as International Brigades began to
flood into Spain. They came from many
nations throughout Europe and also from
Canada, the United States, and South
America. The Soviet Union sent tanks,
cannon, aircraft, and military advisors. The
Soviet Union was intent on supporting this
amalgamation of left-wing groups which
included socialists, communists and radical
trade unionists.

International Brigades fighting with leftwing forces came from around the world

The Fascist party looking to play a role in
the conflict jumped in and appealed to
Benito Mussolini to send Italian troops,
aircraft and tanks. On the heels of the
Italians, came troops from Nazi Germany.
The Nazi troops entered the fray and tested
the concept of blitzkrieg warfare, which
would be so savagely unleashed on other
parts of Europe in just three short years.

Blitzkrieg warfare was inflicted for the first
time during the Spanish Civil War

Guernica by Pablo Picasso

The artist, Picasso, recorded the agony of one
such aerial bombardment in his painting
entitled Guernica, named after a town that
was destroyed by Nazi air power. Little did
the world know that this was only a prelude to
even greater wickedness.
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The Church suffered terribly as the left wing
Nationalist forces looted buildings and
murdered clergy.
Many churches and
shrines were deliberately destroyed. This
increased as victory began to slip away from
the Nationalist forces.
In the city of Valencia, the Chalice used by
Jesus at the Last Supper, was housed in the
tabernacle in the Cathedral. The simple
stone cup had been significantly changed
from its original appearance. The cup itself
was surrounded by gold arms, which were
jewel encrusted. The Archbishop, knowing
the Nationalist forces would come to the
cathedral, gave the chalice to a
housekeeper and implored her to hide it.
No sooner had the housekeeper left the
cathedral than soldiers arrived, searched for
the treasure, and killed the Archbishop and
the entire household in reprisal, when they
couldn’t find it.

Chalice of
Valencia

The Nationalists went to the housekeeper’s
home and searched for the holy vessel, but
didn’t find it because the housekeeper gave
it to her brother who hide it in the barn on
his farm. After the war the holy chalice was
returned to the cathedral in Valencia where
it remains to this day.
But elsewhere, terror reigned. Before the
war ended, 4,184 Priests were killed. Over
2,365 Religious Brothers were killed and
283 Nuns or Religious Sisters were
murdered.
The agony of civil war ended when the left
wing factions began to fight among
themselves and the government ultimately
fled into southern France. Before hostilities
ended, over 500,000 people had been
killed, and tens of thousands became
homeless refugees.......and yet, over 95 %
of all Spaniards were CATHOLIC !

.
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In an address given in Rome on February 6,
1940, Pope Pius XII acknowledged that in
Spain there were a great many people who
had moved away from the Christian life. He
challenged Church leaders to make every
effort to bring people back to Christian
values.
This address prompted the youth of Catholic
Action group to engage in a thorough and
in-depth study of the situation in Spain. The
outcome of this effort was a document
called...the Study of the Environment. In
1941, the top council for Catholic Action
decided to gather 100,000 young men and
women for a pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela, a site of pilgrimages dating
back to the early Middle Ages.. The spirit of
this pilgrimage was a spirit of restlessness
and dissatisfaction with the lukewarmness
of faith in the battle weary land of Spain.
This pilgrimage was founded in a spirit of
brotherhood between individuals moving
onward step by step to the cries of forward,
or ULTREYA !

Pope Pius X!!

Because the roads were still dangerous
from snipers, schools of leaders were
conducted to train those in charge of the
pilgrimages.
On a lighter note, these
pilgrims often broke out in song as they
traveled across the countryside and viewed
the inspiring colors of the landscape, singing
a peasant song called, DeColores !

Cathedral at Santiago de Compostela

One young man (Eduardo Bonnin Aguiló)
who had been drafted into the army during
the civil war remembered how lacking in
faith most of his fellow soldiers had seemed
to be. He evolved a different response to
the effects of the war, he said “. …the world
had turned its back on Christ and the
Church. They had a deep seated conviction
that life had ceased to be Christian and that
the influence Christianity had on everyday
life was practically nonexistent, even in
Catholic circles.”
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These new retreats, were called Cursillos in
Conquest (because they fought heresy and
advanced the notion of what was authentic
Christianity) through teaching. Cursillos is
the Spanish word for “short course of
instruction”.
The formation of retreats in
Mallorca continued moving forward with
Eduardo, Father Seguí and Father
Sebastian Gayá who became the diocesan
Counsellor of Catholic Action of St. Eulalia
and ultimately Diocesan Counsellor of the
Youth. A short time later Bishop Hervás, a
young and progressive, leader arrived.
Eduardo made sure that the bishop became
interested in Cursillo and made aware of the
fruits it had produced.
It was Bishop
Hervás who renamed the Movement
Cursillos in Christianity, the official name
that continues to this day.

On the island of Mallorca, where Eduardo
lived, it was common to see men escort
their wives to Sunday Mass, but leave them
at the church and assemble with other men
at waterfront taverns until Mass was over…
and then escort the wives home.
Eduardo prayed about this unfortunate state
of affairs and was answered by the gift of
Cursillo, which he attributed to the Holy
Spirit. With many like-minded volunteers,
Eduardo conducted the first Cursillo
Weekend at Cala Figuera in Santanyi, on
the Island of Mallorca, Spain in August
1944. While the very first group evolved
into the first cursillistas, Allied troops were
pushing across Normandy to open the final
chapters of the Second World War.
Eduardo
Bonnin Aguiló
1917-2008
founder of
Cursillos in
Christianity

One of the first
Cursillo teams
on Mallorca
1944

Soon Cursillo began to spread throughout
Spain and into Italy and southern France.
Enthusiasm was mounting, but some
questioned
it’s
place
in
Church
teaching….and the technicality about its
authentic nature and whether the Church
officially embraced the Movement. Pope
Pius XII’s official response was “not to admit
any method or movement without the
approval of the bishop”.
So this question was quickly brought to the
attention of Bishop Hervás and he
responded: “What? I shall bless it not only
with one hand, but with both hands.”

Ultreya

Journal Quarterly

8

February 2019

Cursillo was well established in Spain by
1950, and had even spread to Mexico and
Central America.
The Movement was
brought to the United States in 1957 by two
Spanish Air Force personnel who were
training with American servicemen in Waco,
Texas. The first Cursillo in America (at
Waco) was quickly followed by other
Cursillos in Phoenix, San Francisco, New
York, and Chicago.
All of these first
Cursillos were conducted in the Spanish
language.

Cursillo was instantly and extremely popular
and Catholics flocked to it in great numbers.
Weekend retreats often numbered fifty, sixty
or more individuals.
The Movement
became so popular and well publicized in
Detroit that many non-Catholics were
attracted to its merits and soon a group was
formed that expanded the Movement to
accommodate non-Catholics.
The very first Ecumenical Cursillo Weekend
was conducted at St. Leo’s in December
1969. The Rector was Thomas C. Moran
and the Spiritual Directors were Father Tom
Krell and Reverend Rod Jackson.

The first Cursillo conducted in Michigan
occurred in Lansing, in 1961, followed
closely by the first Cursillo in the
Archdiocese of Detroit in 1962. The first
four Cursillos in Detroit were in Spanish, but
Cursillo 005 was conducted in English.
These earliest Cursillos were staged at St.
Leo’s Church in Detroit. All of the early
Cursillos were focused on men.

First Ecumenical Cursillo 134 at St. Leo’s
Church; Detroit, December 1969
Cursillo continued to be a vital and
energized Movement with up to eight
Weekends held per year in the 1970s.
From 1970 to 1987, Cursillo found a
permanent home at Sacred Heart Major
Seminary. Space on the third floor of the
Seminary in the southwest portion of the
building was created for the Drill Room and
overnight quarters for the retreatants.

Cursillo 008 at St. Leo’s Church; Detroit

October
1962
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At the same time as the reformation of
Detroit Cursillo as an exclusively Catholic
Movement was being effected, the space
utilized by Cursillo at Scared Heart
Seminary was appropriated for a new
apartment complex for Archbishop Szoka.
Cursillo needed to find a new home.
The Great Commissioning - Paul Fortier, 1982

The next few years found Cursillo moving
about the city. Cursillo Weekends were
conducted at St, Anne’s, Guardian Angels in
Clawson, Duns Scotus Seminary in
Southfield, and finally a new home was
found at Sacred Heart Parish in Roseville.
Father Robert Milligan a stalwart and
enthusiastic supporter of Cursillo became a
good shepherd and landlord (so to speak)
for the Movement throughout the decade of
the 1990’s.

As Detroit Cursillo became accustomed to
its home at Sacred Heart Major Seminary, a
wonderful event occurred. An artist by the
name of Paul Fortier created the mural,
“The Great Commissioning” which depicted
disciples being sent into the world to spread
the Gospel message. For Cursillistas this is
best expressed by …Make a friend, Be a
friend, Bring a friend to CHRIST.

Cursillo 292, the last at
Sacred Heart Major Seminary; Detroit
Rectora Peggy Martin, Father Bob
McGrath, Father Bob Miller

Cursillo 326, Sacred Heart Church; Roseville
Rector Sam Toia, Father Mark Brauer,
Father Ron Milligan

The “Ecumenical” nature of Detroit Cursillo
began to run into difficulties in presentation
of the Cursillo message. Little by little the
message of the rollos on the Sacraments
became diluted and ultimately deleted from
the Weekend. The Archdiocese stepped in
and requested that Detroit Cursillo return to
its original truths and methods, or cease to
call itself Cursillo. This action caused a split
in the Movement with Catholic Cursillo reestablished and the non-Catholic group
forming a new Movement known as
DeColores.
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In 1998 it was determined that the building
being used for Cursillo Weekends at Sacred
Heart Church was no longer serviceable.
The repairs necessary to meet required
building codes were not possible given the
parishes’ financial resources. So, Cursillo
was once again in search of a home.
The next Cursillo Retreats were conducted
at Our Lady Queen of Peace in Harper
Woods. This was the site of the best
attended Ultreya, also. In 2005, it was not
possible to continue holding weekends at
OLQP, and the next two Cursillos were
conducted at St. Rita’s Church in Detroit.
But that church was one of the parishes that
was scheduled for closing, so the next two
Cursillos were conducted at nearby St.
Bartholomew's Church. St. Bart’s however
was selected as the site for housing a group
of Nicaraguan religious sisters and the
building used for retreats became
unavailable. Cursillo was homeless, again.

St. Mary’s Retreat House, Oxford MI
Cursillo 378, Rectora Barb Davis

Joyce Toia, the Lay Director saved the
Movement by securing space for the next
Cursillo at St. Mary’s Retreat House in
Oxford, Michigan. Since 2008, all Cursillos
have been held at St. Mary’s with the
exception of one Men’s Weekend which was
conducted in May 2016 at the St. Paul
Retreat House in Detroit.
Detroit Cursillo today has five monthly
Ultreyas in Sterling Heights, Waterford,
Livonia, Lake Orion, and Trenton.
In 2012 the 50th Anniversary of Cursillo in
Detroit was celebrated at Our Lady of
Sorrows in Farmington, and in 2017 the 55th
Anniversary was remembered at festivities
at St. Thomas More Church in Troy.
It is estimated that more than 6,000 persons
have completed a Cursillo Weekend in
Detroit in its 57 year history.
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Suggested Reading…

ULTREYAS
WESTERN WAYNE - Livonia
(1st Wednesday)
St. GenevieveSt. Maurice Parish
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
29015 Jamison St,
Livonia, MI 48154
Deacons Kevin Breen and
Paul Mueller 248 891 9387

The Everlasting Man
by G. K. Chesterton
1925
Ignatius Press 1993

SOUTHERN WAYNE - Trenton
(2nd Tuesday of every month)
St. Joseph Church
7:00 – 8:30 pm
(School Building, enter North end of School)
2675 Third Street
Trenton Michigan
Laurie Gilbert lubblino@gmail.com

Life of Christ
by Fulton Sheen
1954
Martino Publishers
2016

MACOMB - Sterling Heights
(2nd Saturday)
St. Malachy Parish (Rectory Basement)
10:00 – 11:30 am
Sterling Heights
14115 Fourteen Mile Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48312
Barb Davis 586 228 0264

The Group Reunion
by Fr. Juan Capo
Available at
National Cursillo
website
www.natl-cursillo.org

Northern OAKLAND
(3rd Saturday)
Christ the Redeemer Parish
9:00 am – 10:30 am
2700 Walden Rd,
Lake Orion, MI 48350
Chip Farrar 586 925 2089
Waterford
(4th Tuesday)
St. Benedict Church
7:30 – 9:00 pm
80 Lynn Street
Waterford, MI 48328
Rita Etlinger 248 682 7482
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The Case for Jesus:
The Biblical and
Historical Evidence
for Christ
by Dr. Brant Pitre
2016
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El Camino Real (Spain)

Decolores
(a song of peasants and pilgrims)
Decolores, decolores the fields love to dress in all during the springtime.
Decolores, decolores the birds have their clothing that comes every season.
Decolores, decolores the rainbow is vested across the blue skies.
Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry,
Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry.
Decolores, decolores we witness the sun up on clear and bright mornings.
Decolores, decolores the sun gives its treasure, God’s light, to His children.
Decolores, decolores the diamond will sparkle when brought to the light.
Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry,
Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry.
Joyfully, joyfully we live in God’s friendship because He has willed it.
Faithfully, faithfully we will slake the great thirst of Christ the immortal.
Joyfully, joyfully we will bring to our Savior a harvest of souls.
Pouring outward the light from within the grace of our God, His infinite light.
Pouring outward the light from within the grace of our God, His infinite light.
Missionaries, missionaries of Christ with His courage determined to conquer.
Cursillistas, cursillistas who don’t pay attention to human opinion.
Let the cowards, let the cowards deride us and taunt us for it is the truth;
That they really desire the pleasure of being in grace, in colors with us.
That they really desire the pleasure of being in grace, in colors with us.
Sings the rooster, sings the rooster with his kiri, kiri, kiri, kiri, kiri.
And the cluck hen, and the cluck hen with her kara, kara, kara, kara, kara.
And the babe chicks, and the babe chicks with their pio, pio, pio, pio, pi.
Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry,
Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry.
DECOLORES !!!
This song, which was a favorite of Spanish peasant
farmers, was quickly adopted by the pilgrims to
Santiago De Compostela, and later by the Cursillo
Movement. Today it is the official song of the Cursillo
around the world.
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The one form of government or economic
system the Church has declared is totally
incompatible with the faith of Christians is
Communism. Communism does not seek
the common good and denies the basic
rights of human persons. It is officially
atheistic and totalitarian by definition and
imposes control over all parts of society.

Were the
Early Christians, socialists?
“All who believed were together and had all
things in common; they would sell their
property and possessions and divide them
among all according to each one’s need.”
(Acts 2:44-45)

Pope Saint John Paul II who lived under
both the NAZI and Russian forms of
socialism and communism was well aware
of the loss of dignity for human life and the
atheistic environment that both promoted.
In his 1991 encyclical Centisimus Annus
(Section 14) he wrote: “From the same
atheistic source, socialism also derives its
choice of the means of action condemned
in Rerum Novarum, namely, class
struggle…The class struggle in the Marxist
sense and militarism have the same root,
namely, atheism and contempt for the
human person, which place the principle of
force above that of reason and law.”

Some could jump to the conclusion that the
early Christians were socialists from the
scripture passage above, but they would be
in error.
Reading a passage about charity and love
for one’s neighbor from this era in the early
history of the Church does not equate with
a political or governmental structure. In fact
there is no mention of government or
authority in this section of Acts. There is,
however, a genuine concern with neighbor.
There is a bold and dynamic reaction to
what Christ told us to do…love one
another.

The Catechism further states…”The
Church, because of her commission and
competence, is not to be confused in any
way with the political community. She is
both the sign and the safeguard of the
transcendent character of the human
person. "The Church respects and
encourages the political freedom and
responsibility of the citizen.” CCC 2245

The Church has never endorsed any
specific form of government or economic
structure.
It
does
recognize
that
organization is required for an orderly life
and the Church recognizes that a civil
authority is necessary to address the
common good. The catechism states it
very clearly below:
“Human society can be neither well-ordered
nor prosperous unless it has some people
invested with legitimate authority to
preserve its institutions and to devote
themselves as far as is necessary to work
and care for the good of all. Every human
community needs an authority to govern it.
The foundation of such authority lies in
human nature. It is necessary for the unity
of the state. Its role is to ensure as far as
possible the common good of the society.“
CCC 1897 - 1898
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The Church does not endorse any form or
method of government that in any way
detracts from the inherent freedoms implicit
in mankind…made in the image and
likeness of God. So the actions of the early
Christians in assisting each other and
sharing what they had with each other is the
most sincere form of action in response to
what Jesus commanded us to do…”Love
one another as I have loved you.”
-Gordon Peck
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FINAL
WORD
Mark 2: 1-23
When Jesus returned to Capernaum after
some days, it became known that he was
at home. Many gathered together so that
there was no longer room for them, not
even around the door, and he preached the
word to them.
They came bringing to him a paralytic
carried by four men. Unable to get near
Jesus because of the crowd, they opened
up the roof above him. After they had
broken through, they let down the mat on
which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
“Child, your sins are forgiven.”
Now some of the scribes were sitting there
asking themselves, “Why does this man
speak that way?* He is blaspheming. Who
but God alone can forgive sins?”

We are called, cursillistas,
Make a Friend
Be a Friend
Bring that Friend to Christ

Jesus immediately knew in his mind what
they were thinking to themselves, so he
said, “Why are you thinking such things in
your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the
paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven, or to say,
‘Rise, pick up your mat and walk’?

Christ is Counting on us

But that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority to forgive sins on earth”— he
said to the paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick
up your mat, and go home. He rose, picked
up his mat at once, and went away in the
sight of everyone.
They were all astounded and glorified God,
saying, “We have never seen anything like
this.”
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Come
Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your
faithful and kindle in them
the fire of Your Love.
Send forth Your Spirit and they shall
be created; and you shall renew the
face of the earth.

O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did
instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that
by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise
and ever rejoice in His consolations.
Through Christ Our Lord, Amen

